
A regular meeting of the 
Town Council of the Town 
of Swink was called to 
order by Mayor Cordova 
on Monday, July 14, 2008 
at 7:04 pm with all council 
members present. 

Consent agenda, which 
consisted of the minutes 
from the June 9th meeting, 
the disbursement list, The 
Public Works Director 
Report, Clerks Report and 
the Librarian Report were 
all approved. 

Clerk stated that the Rec-
reation Program has a bal-
ance of $6,612.25.  Clerk 
and Dell  recommended a 
bonus for Jeff Hobbs who 
was the Summer Rec. Di-
rector.   Council approved 
the one time bonus for Jeff 
Hobbs. 

Financial Committee did 
not meet.  Tabled until next 

month. 

Clerk presented a spread-
sheet to council with the 
expense and the income 
from the annual celebra-
tion.  She stated that the 
town took a loss of ap-
proximately $3250.46.    
Trustee Stone stated that he 
would like to do the annual 
celebration a couple more 
years and then maybe just 
every 5 years with the 
Swink All School reunion.  
Stone would also like to get 
the chili cook-off for next 
year and will try to meet 
with the Health Depart-
ment.  Trustee Lytle stated 
that she would like to have 
something for all age 
groups next year.  There 
was a discussion to have a 
barbeque and a dance.  A 
committee will be formed 
to start the plans for 2009 
celebration. 

Dell presented a spread-
sheet to council concerning 
the finances for the new 
maintenance building.  
Council Member Lytle and 
clerk will start to work on a 
grant for the maintenance 
building.  Tabled until next 
month.   

Trustee Headlee stated that 
he did not have the infor-
mation for the siren hand-
held devise.  Tabled until 
next month. 

A 5-10 year meeting is 
schedule for August 23, 
2008 at 9:00 am.  Lunch 
will be furnished for coun-
cil, Lee Merkel, DOLA and 
employees.   

Council then went to ex-
ecutive session to discuss 
dogs. 
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Debra Basye opened up the Hogg Stopp 
Saloon in June.  Debra and her husband, 
Robert, moved here from Marana, Ari-
zona where their lived for over 20years.   
Debra was in the health care business and 
Robert was in Construction.  Debra and 
Robert have 2 children and also are pet 
lovers.  Debra stated that her dream was 
always to own her own bar.  One week-
end Debra and Robert came to the Swink 
area to check on some property.  They 
fell in love with the area and spotted the 
for sale sign at the bar.  As you say the 
rest became history and  Debra’s dream  
to own her bar/liquor store came true in 
May of 2008 when she purchased the bar 
from Dave Anderson.  The Hogg Stopp 
grand opening was June 14, 2008 which 
was the same weekend as the annual cele-
bration. 

Debra and Robert also work full time 

outside of the bar.  Debra works at the 
Otero Co Clerk’s Office and Robert 
works for the City of Rocky Ford. 

The hours of the Hogg Stopp are Mon-
day—Friday from 4 pm—Close and 
Saturday and Sunday from noon till clos-
ing. 

Debra stated that she feels like the com-
munity has embraced them and would 
like to thank the community for welcom-
ing them.   

  

The Town of Swink welcomes all three 
businesses to the Community and wishes 
them all the luck in the future. 

The Town of Swink has been very lucky 
the past few months.  We have acquired 
three new business in Swink. 

 
JC Carrica opened up two new business 
in Swink.  Single Point and a Rental 
Business.  

If you need to rent any equipment large 
or small call JC Carrica.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please read article on Page 3 con-
cerning dogs.) 

Mr. John Milenski addressed the 
council regarding the property next 
to his resident.  He stated that he 
would like to purchase this lot from 
the Town of Swink.  Mr. Malouff ad-
vised him of the procedure he needs 
to follow for vacating the street and 
then come back to council at that 
time. 

Trustee Piquette will be attending 
the Ark Valley Fair to help judge the 

parade. 

Cordova stated that he had a family 
member approach him about the 
utility bill if the resident is deceased.  
Mr. Malouff stated that we do not 
have an ordinance waiving utility 
bills and also stated that someone is 
responsible for the bill.  If the de-
ceased owned the property it would 
go against his/her estate.  If he/she 
was renting the property the obliga-
tion would go to the family members 
and if the family did not pay the bill 

then the landlord is held responsible 
for the bill. 

Trustee Cox asked about street 
signs.  Mr. Malouff stated that he 
would check with La Junta on how 
they make the signs and let Dell 
know.  Council feels that we do need 
to get the street signs posted. 

Meeting was adjourned by Mayor 
Cordova at 8:57. 
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New Business to Swink 

 July 14, 2008 meeting (cont.) 

 We would like to put an article in the newsletter every month regarding the businesses in Swink.  We would also 
like articles from churches, clubs, etc.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Terry at the Town Hall.  
719-384-7155.  In the article we would like to know how long you have been in business, what your business is, 
how the business helps Swink, etc. 
 

            JULY 2008 

Upcoming Articles for newsletter 



“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

VOLUME 7  

During the regular board meeting on July 
14th the Board of Trustees went to execu-
tive session at 7:40 pm with council mem-
bers and Mr. Phillip Malouff to discuss dog 
complaints.  Council went back into the 

regular meeting at 8:36 pm. 

At that time council decided to hold a spe-
cial meeting on July 28th at 7:00 pm to let 
the residents of Swink voice their concerns. 
Council also decided to have a survey 

mailed out on July 15th. 

To date we have 51 people that have re-
sponded to the survey.  The questions and 

some of the complaints are listed below:   

1)  Do you think Swink has a barking dog 

Problem:  18-Yes; 18-No, 5-No Vote 

If so how should we resolve it: 

A) Pass an ordinance to fine dog owners 
that have barking dogs:    15-Yes; 11-

No, 15—No vote 

Comments: 

Have stricter laws. 

Don’t we already have one? 

B) Encourage Property owners to talk 
with each other:  21-Yes; 0-No; 20-No 

Vote 

C) Other: - Comments: 

If someone is bothered enough by the bark-

ing have them sign the complaint. 

Enforce the ordinance we have now.  If the 
person has a problem have them sign the 

complaint 

Dog owners should teach dogs to be quite. 

Every Dog barks. 

Fine only continuous nuisance dogs if nec-

essary. 

Neighbor to neighbor mediator—2 warn-

ings before fine. 

Fix Swink's Water Supply 

The dogs are loved and barks for you when 
something goes by.  They also want to pro-

tect their property. 

Ask people to consider other—train dogs, 

etc. 

This appears to be an issue between indi-
viduals.  Table this and hope these people 
can resolve their differences on their own.  
The town has better things to do with the 

tax payers money.  Good luck. 

All dogs bark—Ban all dogs 

2) Do you think Swink has a problem 
with number of dogs property owners 

have:  16-Yes; 16-No; 9-No Vote 

A) How many dogs to you think each 
owner should have maximum:5 voted 
for 1 dog per house hold; 14 voted for 
2 dogs per house hold; 3 voted for 
3dogs per house hold; 2 voted for 4 
dogs per house hold; 1 voted for 50 
dogs per house hold, 1 voted for 2-3 
dogs, 1 voted for 1 large or 2 small per 
house hold and 14 people did not voice 

a concern on the number of dogs. 

B) Should Swink have a kennel license;  

9-Yes; 19-No; 13-No vote 

Comments:  No more than  2 dogs with or 

without a kennel license. 

Not if it allows people to have more than 2 
dogs.  The homes and yards in the older 
part of town are too close to have a kennel 
next door.  Who is going to check all of 
this?  Can Swink afford to hire an animal 

control person? 

If Swink was to pass an ordinance regarding 
dog owners to house their dogs what kind 

of: 

A) Automatic Water system for your 
dogs:  1– Yes; Balance of votes no or 

did not vote 

B) Automatic Feeding system for your 
dogs:  1-Yes; Balance of votes no or 

did not vote 

C) Covered areas for your dogs: 8-Yes; 

Balance of votes no or did not vote 

D) Fenced in dog run for your dogs:14 
Yes; Balance of votes no or did not 

vote 

E) Leashed Dogs at all times:  11-Yes; 

Balance of votes no or did not vote 

Comments for section 3: 

Don’t we have an ordinance that says dogs 
are to be on a leash if outside a fenced 

yard? 

A, B and C would be good for dogs that live 

outside all the time. 

Good if your yard is not fenced to have D 

and E. 

Fenced in dog run for your dogs or yard. 

Dogs should be leashed when out of fenced 

yard. 

4. Comments: 

If you take your dog walking they should 
always be on a leash.  I walk a lot in the 
evenings and there are always dogs 
unleashed around town that I have to worry 
about or dogs barking non-stop and trying 
to jump their fence to get out.  You don’t 
always feel real safe when out on a leisure 
walk.   I would sure like to see a more strict 
rule/law enforced.  We have 1 dog and we 
try to keep it leashed when walking.  There 
are times however when we let him out in 
our front yard when we are with him with-

out a leash. 

Be responsible for your dogs and cats. 

Punish those who offend-not all dog/cat/etc 
owners.  Don’t’ you have a noise distur-
bance law already?  Does it have to be 

dogs? 

Thanks for having the vet at the Community 
Center.  Too many dogs use the grass area 
of the playground at the school to potty.  

We need a dog poop ordinance. 

Dogs require time and commitment and 
should not be locked in small cages for long 
amounts of time.  Also protection from 

weather is important especially in winter. 

This is a nice little town and we ought to be 
able to put up with each others dogs.  If the 
railroad re-routed the trains, not only will 
we have less dog barking, we’ll have less 
train noise.  Let people be tolerant and dogs 
be dogs.  I don’t think by passing laws 
Swink can change either people or dogs.  
People just need to realize that having a 
good neighbor is a wonderful thing and that 
dogs should not come between.  Ask the 
neighbor whose dog is keeping you awake 
to take him in at night.  If he isn’t willing, 
earplugs are cheap.  Maybe he’ll help you 
some other way if you try, too.   I don’t own 

a dog, but I respect other’s needs for pets. 

I am tried of cleaning dog and cat crap in 
my yard almost everyday.  I see people 
letting there dogs crap in yards and they 
keep walking away.  We also have prob-
lems with to many cats running around 
town also.  They tear up yards and trash, 
some of us like to keep our yards clean and 

neat.  Do something about cats. 

Cont. on page 4 
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Dogs 



there is already a fenced in yard. 

A Kennel should not be in the town. 

We have too many ordinances now. 

How about nuisance cats?  Lets keep Swink 
a rural Colorado.  We don’t need to act like 

a large city with more rules 

You people do not have enough real work to 

do to fool with dogs. 

I think the Board of Trustees should focus 
on more important issues, such as finding a 
solution for Swink’s contaminated water 
supply.  One or two households are being 
inconvenienced by dogs, but every house-
hold is being hurt by the bad water supply.  
The problem with the water makes Swink a 

less desirable place to live. 

The Town of Swink has an executive session 
for dogs when the people of Swink haven’t 
been able to drink our water for the past 2 

years.  Where are our priorities? 

 

A special meeting was held on July 28, 2008 
at 7:00 pm.  Attorney Malouff handled the 

meeting.  We had six people in the audience. 

The majority of the discussion was around 

I have not observed this to be a problem where I 
reside.  Although it might be beneficial to have 
an ordinance to enforce in extreme cases.  I think 
general enforcement of an ordinance might be 
difficult once a deputy arrives.  In general, I 
haven’t found it to be a problem.  I would hope 
pet owners would be responsible enough to take 
care of any issues themselves, without making 
the issue larger than it has to be.  Obviously, this 
has become enough of an issue to prompt this 
survey and a special meeting, even though  I 
personally must not be as impacted as some are.  
If an ordinance is passed, my request is that it 
accomplish the intended purpose without being 
more of a burden or responsible pet owners or 

those who would have to enforce it. 

We have a problem with a neighbors dog getting 

into our trash cans and leaving an awful mess. 

Dogs kept in a fenced yards and trained not to 

bark so much. 

Dogs should be fenced in.  Loose dogs 
should be picked up and pay all the ex-

pense. 

How about Cats?  That is more of a prob-
lem!  Way too many cats running around 

especially at night. 

There is absolutely no reason that a dog 
should have to be on a chain or leash if the 
owner has a fenced in yard to keep it in.  
There is no need for a mandatory dog run if 

barking dogs, the number of dogs and ken-

nel license.  

Council did not make any decision and 
table the matter until August 11, 2008 meet-

ing.  

Thank you for taking your time to fill out 

the survey and for attending the meeting. 

   

 

 

 

 

Dogs—Cont from page 3 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

August 11, 2008 Town of Swink Council Meeting—7:00 pm—Public Invited 

August 23, 2008 Read Water Meters 

  Swink Recreation 

August 4, 2008 Deadline for early registration for Football 

August 11, 2008 Deadline for late registration for Football—Absolutely NO

  registration after this date. 

August 14, 2008 Deadline for early registration for Volleyball 

August 21, 2008 Deadline for late registration for Volleyball—Absolutely NO 

  registration after this date. 

  Swink Sr. Citizens 

August 11, 2008 Birthday Party 

August 21, 2008 Board Meeting at 9:00  

August 25, 2008 Monthly Dinner—Potluck  

   

Every Monday and Thursday—Coffee at 9:00 am and Cards in pm. Sage meals M-F 

at 11:00 am . 

 If you would like to add anything to the calendar for next month please let the clerk know.  

Deadline is the 3rd Monday of the Month. 

 

TOWN OF SWINK      

Town of Swink 
P.O. Box 267 

301 Columbia 
Swink, CO 81077 

 
Phone: 719-384-7155 

Fax: 719-384-7951 
E-mail:  tclodfelter@ci.swink.co.us 

www.swinkcolorado.com 
 

Business Hours: 
Monday 2:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Tues-Thurs 8:00 am-1:00 pm 
Closed on Friday 

If you have an emergency, please call    
241-1164 

We hope to have a section in the next issue 
titled “ASK A COUNCIL MEMBER”.  Please 

send your letters to the Town Clerk....    

Current Water Restriction: 

Water restrictions were lifted for the 

Town of Swink at the May 12th 

meeting.  You may water anytime and 

as long as you would like. 


