
The Town of Swink Regu-

lar Board Meeting was 

called to order by Mayor 

Cordova on August 10, 

2009 at 7:00 pm with all 

council members present 

except Mayor Pro-tem 

Lytle.  Lytle did attend the 

meeting via cell phone and 

land line phone.  Also in 

attendance was Attorney 

Malouff, Public Works 

Director Dell and Clerk 

Clodfelter. 

Consent agenda, which 

consisted of the minutes 

from the July 13, 2009 

meeting, the Disbursement  

List, The Public Works 

Director’s Report, Clerk’s 

Report and the Librarian’s 

Report were all approved. 

Clerk stated that the Swink 

Recreation Program has a 

balance of $2288.06.  She 

stated that we are in the 

middle of registering for 

Volleyball and Football.    

Clodfelter stated that we 

had around 140 for the pot-

luck and a lot more for the 

swimming party.  She 

stated that a meeting was 

held shortly after the pot-

luck to discuss the future of 

Swink Recreation program.  

After discussion Asst. 

Clerk Abel will attend the 

meetings for the Ark Val-

ley league and organize 

with the Swink School for 

practice and games.  Both 

Abel and Clodfelter will 

hold parents and coach’s 

meetings to get each pro-

gram up and running.  We 

will still have a volunteer 

commissioner to oversee 

the program at each event 

that is held in Swink to 

help set up, help for the 

concession stand, score 

keepers, judges, etc.  

The financial committee 

did not meet last month but 

did schedule a meeting for 

August 31st at 5:30 pm.  

Public invited.   

Clerk stated that she will be 

hosting a CML on the road 

workshop ―Nuts and Bolts‖ 

on August 21st for all 

clerks in the area.   

Clerk stated that she sub-

mitted the 3rd pay re-

quested to DOLA for the 

maintenance building.  She 

also stated that the ribbon 

cutting and open house has 

been set for August 24th at 

2:00 pm. 

Dell stated that we did re-

ceive word that the Town 

of Swink received $25,000 

from the State for the cost 

 

Cont. on page 3 

August 10, 2009 Regular 
Board Meeting 

September Agenda 

Swink Recreation—Update 

Finance Committee—

Update 

Maintenance Building—

Update 

Council Pay 

Per Diem 

CO-RAD—Update 

5/10 Year Meeting—

Update 

Rick Dell—Evaluation—

Executive Session 

Homecoming 

Annual Celebration 

H1N1 Virus—Update 

Fire Department agreement 

 

Special points of interest: 

Maintenance Building Ribbon Cuttingð

Open House 

5/ 10 Year Meeting 

Water Restriction 

www.swinkcolorado.com 

Ribbon CuttingñMaintenance Building/Fire    

Department 

2 

Meeting cont from page 1 3 

Safety for Children 3 

Kris Abel 3 

Safety for Children 3 

Calendar of events 4 

5 / 10 Year Meeting 4 

Inside this issue: 

  
  
S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r
 2

0
0

9
 

T
O

W
N

 
O

F
 

S
W

I
N

K
 

Issue 23 

September 2009 



The Town of Swink hosted a ribbon cut-

ting and open house for the new Mainte-

nance Building and Fire Department on 

August 24, 2009 at 2:00 pm. 

The Town of Swink received a grant 

from the Department of Local Affairs for 

$195,000.00.  The La Junta Fire Depart-

ment paid $20,000 for a portion of the 

building for the fire department.  The 

total cost of the building was 

$242,100.00.   

―This is a momentous occasion for the 

Town of Swink‖ said Mayor Pro-Tem 

Lytle at the ribbon cutting.  The new 

maintenance building is the first of many 

projects that the town board of trustees is 

planning to improve life for its residents, 

Lytle said.  The new building will pro-

vide safety for the town employees and 

better service during the winter months, 

when workers previously had to get snow 

plows ready outdoors. 

Lee Merkel commented on the strongest 

aspects of the project was it’s 

―intergovernmental approach with the La 

Junta Fire Department.   

Fire Chief Eveatt stated that we added a 

bay to the maintenance building to im-

prove our service to the Swink area.  He 

stated that he will be placing an urban 

interface and wild land fire truck at this 

bay and a new ambulance which is some-

thing that Swink has not had before. Ac-

cording to Fire Chief Eveatt they will be 

parking 5 pieces of equipment in Swink.  

At the present time the Fire Department 

has a Class A Pumper (Fire Truck), ALS 

Ambulance (Advance Life Support) and a 

4 x 4 Heavy Brush Truck (fire truck).  

Chief Eveatt stated that in the future he 

plans on bring up a Water Tender (Hauls 

water) and a Quick Attack Brush Truck.  

According to Engineer Weber  on August 

25th, the day the equipment was brought 

to Swink (August 24, 2009) the 

equipment was called out two 

times within 24 hours.  The first 

response was shortly after the 

ribbon cutting.  The second was 

on August 25th. 

Rick Dell will be parking all the 

Town of Swink’s equipment in 

the building and will be using 

one (1) bay for vehicle mainte-

nance. 

Rick Dell’s office will also be at 

the new building.  His telephone 

number is 383-0258.  Also the mainte-

nance crew will have a break room and 

we will also have a locked storage area 

for files. 

Those present were Rob Schauer 

owner of Ponderosa Constructors, 

Mayor Pro-Tem Sandy Lytle, Chief 

Aaron Eveatt, Lee Merkel, Department 

of Local Affairs. Rick Klein, La Junta 

City Manager, Bill Jackson, City of La 

Junta, Bernice Carlock, Tillie Pieper, 

Stephanie Eveatt, volunteer, Taryn 

Haberman, Billie Johnson, La Junta 

City Council, Brad Davidson, La Junta 

Fire Department Board, Christen We-

ber, La Junta Fire Department Engi-

neer, Bonnie Weber, Volunteer, Julie 

Weber, Ben Weber, Stan Butcher, 

Joey Gacnik, La Junta Fire Depart-

ment Engineer, Judy Dell, Gary 

Hanagan, La Junta Fire Department 

Board, Eveatt Babb, La Junta Fire 

Department Board, Dean Tucker, Jay 

and Linda Lofing, Jerry  and Christine 

Chapman, Jon Stone, Trustee, Rick 

Dell, Public Works Director, Terry 

Clodfelter, Town Clerk,  Mary Jane 

Maddux, Thomas Gribble, employee, 

Victor Arellano, employee and Alicia 

Gossman- Steeves, La Junta Tribune 

Democrat and Rocky Ford Daily Ga-

zette 

We thank everyone that attended the 

open house, if you were unable to stop 

by please feel free to stop by anytime 

you see the maintenance crew at the 

building. 

The building is 110’ x 50’ 

Fire Department: 25’ x 50’ 

Heated area 30’x 50’ - Non Heated 

area 55’ x 50’ 
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Maintenance / Fire Department Building Open House & Ribbon 
Cutting - August 24th. 
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Picture from left to right:  Eveatt Babb, La Junta Fire Department Board, Chief Aaron Eve-

att, La Junta Fire and Rural Protection District, Sandy Lytle, Swink Mayor Pro-tem, Rick 

Dell, Swink Public Works Director, Terry Clodfelter, Swink Town Clerk and Lee Merkel, 

Regional Representative from the Department of Local Affairs 

Both Pictures by Alicia Gossman-Steeves, La Junta Tribune Democrat 



It is that time of the year and school is back in session. Please watch your speed around the school 

area and also watch for children crossing the streets.  Let’s keep our children safe. 

Safety for Children 
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of an engineer for the water study.  Dell 

also talked about backwash problems. 

Patrick Hancock, Grimsley and White, 

presented the 2008 audit to council.  

Council made a motion to accept the 

2008 audit.  Motion passed. 

Council discussed the 5/10 year planning 

meeting that will be held on Monday, 

August 24th at 4:00 pm at the Swink 

Town Hall. 

Council discussed the trustee pay for 

attending council meeting.  As it is at the 

present time trustees must attend the 

regular board meeting to receive $75.00 

per month.  Council discussion was if a 

trustee participated via telephone should 

he/she get paid for that month, how many 

meetings can a trustee miss and receive 

council pay, should a trustee receive 

council pay if he does not attend the regu-

lar board meeting, if trustee participated 

by via telephone should it be land line or 

cell phone.  Mayor Pro-tem was out of 

the area and did call in on her cell phone 

to the Town Hall number.  She was dis-

connected after a few minutes.  She then 

called from her cell phone to another 

trustee cell phone and was also discon-

nected.  The discussion was how can a 

trustee call in.  Clerk will check some 

sites on the internet and check on the 

prices.  Trustee Stone feels that we 

should not pay trustees if they do not 

attend the regular board meeting.  After 

discussion Mr. Malouff will draft an ordi-

nance for next month.  The ordinance will 

allow trustees to miss two (2) regular 

board meetings per calendar year but will 

be able to call in by telephone and be able 

to receive the monthly pay.  If you do not 

attend the meeting in person or via tele-

phone you will not receive your monthly 

pay. 

Malouff also talked about per diem when 

an employee or trustee attends meeting 

out of the area.  Malouff will draft an 

ordinance for next month. 

Council discussed the fugitive dust prob-

lem and this item will be discussed at the 

5/10 year meeting on August 24th. 

Clerk reminded Mayor about the Ark 

Valley Fair Parade.  Cordova asked the 

clerk to attend this for him. 

Clerk stated that Dell’s evaluation will be 

on the agenda next month.  She stated 

that council should have a hard copy and 

she will also e-mail a copy to them.  Cor-

dova asked that all evaluation from trus-

tees be returned to him by August 31st. 

Tabled until next month. 

Clerk stated that she received a letter 

from Gwen Richardson concerning put-

ting up a fence on the Town’s property.  

Dell stated that he had discussed this 

matter with her.  Mr. Malouff will write 

Ms. Richardson a letter. 

Clerk stated that Lytle, Dell and herself 

met with Mr. Ritter from the Otero Co 

Health Department concerning the H1N1 

Virus.  Mr. Ritter discussed precaution 

measures for the employees to keep the 

Town of Swink running if we have an 

outbreak of the H1N1 Virus.  Mr. Ritter 

stated that the employees should have 

masks, gloves and alcohol-based hand 

cleaner.  Clerk will check on prices.  Ta-

bled until next month 

Trustee Headlee asked about children 

riding dirt bikes in the Town of Swink.  

Mr. Malouff stated that it is illegal and to 

call the Otero Co Sheriff Department. 

Trustee Cox asked about the Sirens going 

off at different hours.  Dell stated that the 

sirens are now manually operated by the 

La Junta Fire Department.  Dell stated 

that there is a problem but it should be 

resolved soon.  He also stated that the La 

Junta Fire Department test the Town of 

Swink sirens when they test the City of 

La Junta’s.  

Cordova adjourned the meeting at 8:50 

pm. 

 

Next regular meeting will be September 

14th at 7:00 pm. 
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 Meeting cont. from page 1 

Kris Abel 

As you all know last month the Town of Swink hired Kris Abel as the new assistant clerk and zoning administra-

tor.  I have been getting several calls regarding Kris’s accident at the fair on August 15th.  Kris was a jockey and 

was coming around the final curve and another horse bumped into her and made her fall.  Kris was transported to 

Ark Valley Regional Medical Center and later that night was transferred to Swedish Hospital in Denver.  Kris is 

now home but suffers from 5 broken vertebrae's in her back.  She has to wear a back brace and has not been  

released to come back to work.  I am personally working on a fund raiser for her to help with her medical ex-

penses. As she does not have any insurance.   The benefit dinner (spaghetti) will be held at the Swink Community Center on Sep-

tember 15th from 5:00—7:30 pm.  If you would like further information please call me (Terry) at 384-7155. 



T OWN OF SWINK 

continue to educate and train town staff 

and board. 

2007 Goals and Successes: 

Storm Alarm, New Maintenance Shop/

Fire Station, Radioactivity in Drinking 

Water, wastewater odor, drainage prob-

lems on Highway 50, additional park, 

Swink’s Draw, Character counts. 

Recent Successes for the town was the 

completion of water well transfer, recrea-

tion program has progressed, annual cele-

bration a success, Swink joined CIRSA 

for insurance. 

2008 Goals and Successes: 

Roaming Budget, Swink’s Draw, high-

way 50 drainage, annual celebration, dog 

issues, wastewater odor, maintenance 

shop, highway drainage, park improve-

ments, budget for a 2 year format, update 

personnel polices and the annual celebra-

tion. 

Resent Successes for the town was the 

On August 24th the Board of Trustees 

met to discuss the future plans for the 

Town of Swink. 

Lee Merkel, Department of Local Affairs 

facilitated the meeting. 

This makes the 4th year that council has 

held this meeting. 

Every year council comes up with goals. 

2006 Goals: 

Increase Swink’s Draw, Community Rec-

reation Center, Provide Additional Park 

w/ Amenities, Adopt sales/Use Tax, 

Drainage Problems on Highway 50, 

Wastewater Treatment (odor), attract new 

employers or remain bedroom commu-

nity, town marshal, job descriptions, de-

velop capital improvement/replacement 

plan, apply to CIRSA for insurance 

needs, sidewalk policy, speed control, 

town entrance signs, street signs, better 

way to communicate with citizens 

(newsletter), emergency warning system, 

need restaurant, annual celebration event, 

completion of storm alert system, plans 

have been prepared by the DOLA techni-

cal assistance for the town maintenance 

shop, and a grant has been submitted for 

consideration, Swink is part of a pilot 

study by CDPHE . 

2009 Goals and Successes: 

CORAD Water and sewer problems, 

ADA sidewalks, water fund remain sta-

ble, economic development, park area, 

drainage problem, speed limit thru the 

town and on Highway 50, make improve-

ments to Swink Community Center and 

check on putting the Center on the Na-

tional  Historical Site. 

Resent Successes for the Town was the 

completion of the Maintenance Building 

and the Fire Department, worked on the 

personnel polices and the annual celebra-

tion.  

The council will be working on the 2009 

goals for 2010 and 2011. 

 

5ð10 Year Meeting  

Current Water Restriction: 

No water restrictionsñWater restrictions were lifted for the 

Town of Swink at the May 12, 2008 meeting.  You may water 

anytime and as long as you wish.    

 

  

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

March 1, 2009 NOTICE:  All dogs must be licensed with the Town of Swink 

  Summons will be issued to all that are not in compliance. 

  Town of Swink 

September 7, 2009 Labor Day—Town Office Closed –Maintenance Dept. Closed 

September 14,  2009 Town of Swink Council Meeting—7:00 p.m.—Public Invited 

September 23, 2009 Read Water Meters 

 

  Swink Recreation  

Please plan on attending the Volleyball and Football games at the Swink School. 

 

  Swink Sr. Citizens 

September 7, 2009 Labor Day—Center Closed 

September 14, 2009 Birthday Party 

September 10, 2009 Lunch at Swink School 

September 17, 2009 Board Meeting at 9:00 am 

September 28,  2009 Potluck Dinner 

 

Every Monday and Thursday—Coffee at 9:00 a.m. . Sage meals M-F at 11:00 a.m.   

  

 

Business Hours: 

Monday 2:00 p.m.ñ7:00 p.m. 

Tues-Thurs 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Closed on Friday 

After Hours please call  469-8868 

 

We hope to have a section in the next issue 

titled òASK  A  COUNCIL MEMBERó.  Please 

Current Water Restriction:  

No water restrictionsðWater 

restrictions were lifted for the Town of 

Swink at the May 12, 2008 meeting.  

You may water anytime and as long as 

you wish.    

Town of Swink 

P.O. Box 267 

301 Columbia 

Swink, CO 81077 

 

Phone: 719-384-7155 

Fax: 719-384-7951 

 

E-mail:  tclodfelter@ci.swink.co.us 

www.swinkcolorado.com 



Town of Swink 
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Swink, CO 81077 
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